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 Refugio (Maiollo, Maggiolo, 1527)
 Gulf del Refugio (Verrazano, 1529)
 Bay de Sanct. Baptista (Chavez, 1537) 
 Port de Refugio (Gastaldi, 1548)
 John Dee Bay and River (1583)
 Bay of Nassaw (Delaet, 1630)
 Narragansetts Bay (William Wood, 1634) 

Historical Names for Narragansett Bay
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 “... all that ryver or porte called by 
Master John Dee, Dee Ryver, which 
Ryver by the discripcion of John Verar-
zanus a Florentyne lyeth in Septontrionall 
latitude about fortye twoo degrees and 
hath his mouth lyinge open to the 
South halfe a league brode or there 
aboute 

 and enteringe within the saide Baye bet-
wene the Easte and the Northe en-
creaseth his breadith and contynueth 
twelve leagues or there aboutes and then 
maketh a gulf of twentie leagues com-
passe or thereabouts and conteyneth in it 
selfe five small Islandes newlie named the 
Cinque Isles. 

 February 28, 1583 Agreement between
 Sir Humphrey Gilbert and  Sir George Peckham 

Gilbert, Peckham,
and Dee 1583





The “John Dee River and port” 
on John Dee’s 1580 Map

 of North America
“ 
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June 11,1578 
 Sir Humphrey Gilbert is
 awarded letters patent
for North America from

 Queen Elizabeth I,

June 11,1583
 Sir Humphrey Gilbert and 5 
ships set sail from Plymouth, 

England destined for the
  “John Dee River and port” 
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